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Preface

 Our planet has gone through various changes over the last 15 years. 
Poverty is no longer considered as purely an economic problem, and we 
have learned that it has to be addressed in the context of environmental 
and social problems as well. Climate change is one of the issues that has 
complexity. The frequent occurrence of natural disasters hits the poorest and 

Moreover, climate change could also affect the patterns of food production, 
which would cause further concerns for the already vulnerable regions’ food 
security. To eradicate poverty  we must also address social problems, as the 

are taken to reduce the social disparities. We need to tackle the three dimen-
sions of sustainable development (economic, environmental and social) in 
a comprehensive manner so that we can achieve a prosperous world where 
nobody is left behind. 

is their absolute inclusiveness. Indeed, this is why each UN member state 
needs to establish its own targets and methods for implementation adapted 
to its needs and situations, in addition to the global targets set by the UN. 

globally, regionally, and nationally. 
      

on the results of our three-year research work on sustainability and how to 
achieve the sustainability in society. This report offers some insights as to 

adjusting to the global standards.
      

some may not necessarily have long-term policy-goals towards 2030. 

There are also numerous emerging problems that we need to address in the 

be continued across the country in the coming years, in order to establish 
X

indicate such targets, for example, X%, X

sion, and approaches for these discussion are included in the section of 

2 emission 

for overall policy implementation.

There is certainly plenty of room for improvements in our recommendations, 
and there could be even more effective sets of recommendations for imple-

this report will provoke constructive discussions in various fora. 
Message from the Project Leader

and their associated 169 targets to be accomplished by 2030. 

goals starting with halving poverty by 2015. While enormous progress has 
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the end of 2015, a heated discussion on the direction of the post-2015 

has been going on for years within the international community. The 
project aims to contribute to this debate by conducting research from 
various perspectives, in order to make an intellectual contribution 

Professor Norichika Kanie
Keio University  
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Poverty & Disparity

Prescription 1.1  Eradicate poverty 
and social disparity 

of the people living under extreme poverty has been significantly reduced from 
1.9 billion (1990) to 836 million (2015).

 Whereas extreme poverty is not necessarily a wide-spread social problem 

 One factor causing such a striking income gap in society is the diversifica-
tion of employment patterns. The number of the people who have low-paying 
and/or irregular employment has been increasing significantly in recent years. 

have irregular employment (indicated with red dots) in the whole working 

Moreover, the proportion of female workers with irregular employment is sig-
nificantly higher than that of male counterparts. 

indicates that while the number itself has not shown any significant change, 
the proportion of  the people in the 15-34 age group has been increasing. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 1.1-3 Number of employees in different groups 

Figure 1.1-4 Number of part-time workers

Cabinet Office (2015)

Figure 1.1-1 Relative poverty rates and child poverty rates in Japan

Figure 1.1-2 Relative poverty rates of OECD countries (2007 and 2011)

 

Targets 
in 

Japan

Reduce the relative poverty rate (especially among children) to X% 
or less by 2030.

it to X by the year 2030.
C. Provide equal pay for equal work by 2030, regardless of age, 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
a day) worldwide by 2030. 

b. Make substantial contributions to international efforts to establish 
appropriate policy frameworks based on development strategies 
aimed at eradication of poverty and enhancement of gender 
equality at national, regional and global levels, that would ultimately 
promote investment for the eradication of poverty. 

c. 
of youth employment. Implement labour-related international 

Related UN SDG targets
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1.2-1), and is expected to decrease by approximately 10 million from 2010 

tion (65 years old and over) is expected to increase from 23% to 31%, the 
working age population (15-64 years old) is expected to decrease from 63% 
to 58%.  The trend is likely to continue for the foreseeable future, and we 
need to take various measures by 2030 in order to slow down the process.  
Moreover, aging of the population is particularly significant in rural areas. The 
social gap between the urban and rural areas with regard to this problem must 
be addressed as a matter of  urgency.  
    
 One of the factors that is significantly contributing to the population 
decrease in the country is its declining birth rate.  It is certainly partly due to 

Research in 2010, the average number of children couples would ideally like 
to have is 2.42, but the actual number of children they are planning to have is 

1.2-2).
     

there would be no waiting lists for services, and that everyone who wished 
to continue working after child birth would be able to do so. The strategy also 
includes  concrete numerical targets  to be fulfilled in the coming 10 years. The 
proportion of children under the age of three who can benefit from childcare 
services  is supposed to rise to 38% from the current figure of 20%, whereas 
childcare  for children six to nine years old is supposed to be raised from 19% 
to 60% by 2018. 
  

1.1-1. This is a serious problem in that it could deprive children of the oppor-
tunity for equal education and consequently trap them in a cycle of poverty. 

all children so that they would  be able to develop their abilities to their full 

numerical targets were included. 
   

measureable targets to be fulfilled by 2020, and the government has been 

should establish more specific targets in order to tackle the issues more ef-
fectively. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription
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Figure 1.2-2: Reasons for not having the ideal number of children in 
different age groups of women
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figure of 1.26

2013
Number of newborns: 

1,029,816
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1966: “Hinoe-uma” year 
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having babies)
Number of newborns: 

1,360,974
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Figure 1.2-1 Birth rates and the numbers of newborns in Japan

Prescription 1.2  Address problems 
caused by socio-economic disparity

Poverty & Disparity

Targets 
in 

Japan

starting families by 2030. 
Establish sufficient child care facilities by 2018 which will contribute 
to the work-life balance of young families (Note 3).

C. Increase the proportion of  women returning to  their jobs after their 
first child birth from the current figure of 38% to 55% by 2020 (Note  
6), and aim to increase it to X% by 2030. 
Reduce the child poverty rate to X% or less by 2030.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Contribute to global efforts to establish social security systems to 
include the poor and most vulnerable. 

b. Contribute to global efforts of establishing reproductive and sexual 
health care systems accessible by the entire population by 2030. 

c. Contribute to the promotion of equality worldwide by providing 
governmental efforts to introduce social security systems.  

d. Ensure legal identity for each individual worldwide by 2030. 
e. 

by 2025.

Related UN SDG targets
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Targets for issues related to poverty and social disparity Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
1.1:Eradicate 
poverty and 
disparity

Reduce the relative poverty rate (especially among 
children) to X% or less by 2030.

while aiming to reduce it to X by the year 2030.
C Provide equal pay for equal work by 2030, regardless 

a Eradicate extreme poverty (defined as earning less 

b

Make substantial contributions to international efforts 
to establish appropriate policy frameworks based on 
development strategies aimed at eradication of poverty 
and enhancement of gender equality at national, 
regional and global levels, that would ultimately 
promote investment for the eradication of poverty.  

c hancement of youth employment. Implement labour-
related international agreements of the International 

Prescription  
1.2: Address 
problems 
caused by 
socio-econom-
ic disparity

couples from starting families by 2030.
Establish sufficient child care facilities by 2018 which 
will contribute to the work-life balance of young families 
(Note 3).

C
Increase the ratio of women returning to their jobs after 
their first child birth from the current figure of 38% to 
55% by 2020 (Note 6), and aim to increase it to X% 
by 2030. 
Reduce the child poverty rate up to X% or less by 
2030. 

a Contribute to global efforts to establish social security 
systems to include the poor and most vulnerable.

b Contribute to global efforts of establishing reproduc-
tive and sexual health care systems accessible by the 
entire population by 2030. 

c Contribute to the promotion of equality worldwide by 
providing governmental efforts to introduce social 
security systems. 

d Ensure legal identity for each individual worldwide by 
2030.

e
child soldiers) by 2025.
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Prescription 2.1  Reduce 
environmental impacts caused by 
food production

nutrients in fields. This is undesirable not only in terms of economic efficiency, 
but also in terms of environmental protection, due to the fact that it could cause 
water pollution and nitrous oxide emissions, which will contribute to global 
warming. It is indeed possible to reduce the effects on the environment without 
decreasing yields per hectare by using an appropriate amount of fertiliser. 
In fact, the amount of the fertiliser used in the EU has decreased steadily 

countries, and further efforts should be made to significantly decrease its use. 

effort to reduce the use of chemical fertilisers and to maintain the quality of 

began, it has been decreasing in recent years due to the reasons such as 
the rising average age of farmers and farmers not renewing their certification 

 Organic farming has been actively promoted from 2006 onwards. Currently 

ment has set the target of increasing this to 1.0% by 2018. 

promote growth is said to promote antibiotic-resistant bacteria. While regula-
tions control the use and amount of antibiotics depending on livestock type 
and growth stage, the EU has completely banned the use of antibiotics as 

 With regard to fishery resources, it is essential to determine the appropriate 
amount of fish catch based on constant monitoring of available resources. 

ensure through proper conservation and management measures that the 

easy to accurately determine the maximum sustainable yield due to limited 
data availability. It is crucial to continue improving assessment methods while 
enhancing the use of available scientific data in order to achieve sustainable 
use of fishery resources. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

USAGermanyUKThe NetherlandsSouth KoreaJapan France

Figure 2.1-2 Fertiliser use per hectare

(Total amount of Nitrogen Phosphate and Potash)

Japan South Korea The Netherlands UK Germany France USA

Figure 2.1-1 Chemical fertiliser use per hectare

Food

Targets 
in 

Japan

Reduce the use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides per hectare 
to below X% by 2030.

X by 2030.
C. Increase organic farming’s share of farmland to at least 1.0% by 

2018 (Note 10), and to X% by 2030. 
Reduce the amount of antibiotics used for growth promotion in the 
animal husbandry sector by X% by 2030.

E. Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the agricultural sector by 
X% by 2030. 
Promote scientific management plans aimed at restoring marine 
resources to maximum sustainable yield levels depending on the 
biological characteristics of each resource.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Contribute to the prevention of air, water, and land pollution in 
developing countries through technology transfers of resource-
efficient agriculture with lower environmental impacts, infrastructure 
development, and capacity-building.

Related UN SDG targets

Figure 2.1-3 Certified “eco-farmers”

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
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Prescription 2.2  Provide access to 
sustainability information on 
agricultural products

offered a range of information on various aspects relating to food (i.e., health, 

about environmental impacts from its production, processing and distribution 
processes. Moreover, certain information about the responsibility for compli-
ance of manufacturers  (e.g., unfair labour conditions for their workers) is also 
not easily accessible. Thus, those consumers who wish to make a conscious 
choice based on sustainability–related factors are currently left without enough 
information.
 
 In order to be able to provide such information, it is necessary for all 
the parties involved in food production, distribution, and consumption, to 
cooperate with each other. Moreover,  cooperation with parties abroad is also 
necessary, considering the fact that most of the food we consume is imported 
in one way or another.  One can easily assume that a substantial amount 
of time and effort would be needed to establish such networks and collect 
enough information about all sorts of food we consume on a daily basis. 

 Thus, we should first aim to establish evaluation systems on these aspects, 
and recommend some manufacturers to use them to certify that their products 
are up to the standard of their sustainability-conscious customers. This will 
enable consumers to make an informed choice regarding sustainability, which 
will contribute to establishing a sustainable society.  
      

to be edible, and that amount is about twice the amount of the food provided 

12.3 being to halve food loss per capita at the retail and consumer levels. 

the current amount. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 2.2-1 Food loss in Japan 

Estimated edible amount 
(3-4 million tons) 

Imperfect, returned, leftovers and 
unsold

Household 
consumers

10.05 million tons 

Estimated edible amount
(2-4 million tons) 

Leftovers, excessive removals, 
direct discarding 

“Food loss” 
(estimated edible amount

: 5-8 million)

Total amount of food 
waste: 
18.74 million tons 

Food business
operators

Food producers 
Food wholesaler 
Food retailer
Food service industry

Valuable by-products 
soybean meal, wheat bran, etc.

(12.33 million tons) 

Total amount of food consumed 
domestically: 84.24 tons

Converted to feed or fertiliser
(12.33 million tons)

Converted to energy: 0.41 million tons

Converted to fertiliser: 2.04 million tons

3.22 million tons 

0.67 million tons 

Food-derived waste 
(17.13 million tons)  

Business-related waste 
(6.41 million tons) 

Incinerated and/or buried 

Recycled

Recycled 
(feed, energy, etc.)Waste from households 

(10.72 million tons)

Food consumers

Converted to feed: 0.64 million tons

Incinerated and/or buried 

Food

Targets 
in 

Japan

information about food (health, safety, origin, environmental impact, 
economic impact, social impact, etc.) so that anyone can choose 
highly sustainable food. 
Promote food literacy about sustainability-related aspects of food 
by providing relevant information.

C. X% at both the 
retail and consumer levels.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Provide support to developing countries to enhance scientific 
and technical capacity to shift toward sustainable production and 
consumption patterns. 

b. Provide support for governments, local authorities, and companies 
to incorporate sustainability information into their plans and regular 
reports, etc.

c. Contribute to global efforts to eliminate exploitation in food 
production by promoting fair trade.

Related UN SDG targets
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Food pared for unforeseen circumstances that could cut off imports. It is essential 
from the viewpoint of sustainability to establish and maintain systems that 
would guarantee a stable supply of food in various situations. The food 
self-sufficiency ratio and food supply capability could serve as indicators 
to measure the capacity of such systems. The food self-sufficiency ratio is 
defined as the proportion of domestic consumption met from domestic produc-
tion. 

aim to achieve a food self-sufficiency ratio up to 50% on calorie supply 

be made to achieve even higher targets by 2030. 

self-sufficiency rate has not shown any significant change, the food supply ca-

     

especially among elderly. This is partly due to the closure of smaller grocery 
stores in rural areas and the increase of large-scale commercial facilities in 

local authorities indicated that they are aware of the need to improve such 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Table 2.3-2 Access to food:
 “Do you feel the need for the specific measures to be taken to ensure 

easier access to food for the locals?” 

Plantings including in 
devastated farmlands 

Food self-sufficiency ratio has been maintained over the past 17 years  

n C

n D

n B

n A

Food self-sufficiency 
ratio on calorie supply  
basis 

Table 2.3-1 Food self-sufficiency ratio in Japan

production of major cereals (rice, wheat, soybean) while taking nutritional balance into account

production of major cereals (rice, wheat, soybean) 

taking nutritional balance into account

Food

Targets 
in 

Japan

made to achieve even higher targets by 2030. 

supply of X kcal/person per day, in line with current consumption 
patterns.

C. 
include cooperative relations with countries in the region relating 
to food imports.
Increase the competitiveness of domestic agricultural products, 
thereby revitalising local communities.

E. 
access food sustainably.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Contribute to raising agricultural and fisheries productivity and 
eradicating hunger through international cooperation, including 
technology transfer in agriculture and fisheries, building 
infrastructure for transport and stockpiling, and supporting capacity-
building, etc. 

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 2.3  Secure a stable
 food supply and revitalise local 
communities 

No

Yes
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Change (IPCC), published in 2013 and 2014, concluded that warming of the 
climate system is unequivocal. The level of impact of climate change on food 
supplies varies by region, but generally speaking, the production of major 
cereals (including wheat, rice, and corn) is expected to be affected negatively, 

a significant contribution to global efforts toward climate change adaptation, in 
order to secure stable food supplies worldwide.

 One of the most important elements in our fight against climate change 
is the conservation of genetic resources. Native species in various regions 
are believed to posses genetic resources that would enable them to adapt 

in the livestock sector worldwide, 8% are already extinct, while 22% are at risk 
of extinction.
       
 The genetic resources of various organisms have not been adequately 

-
erative efforts at various levels (global, regional, national and local) to maintain 
valuable genetic resources, such as through the establishment of gene banks 
and seed banks. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 2.4-1 Projected changes in productivity due to climate change

Food

Targets 
in 

Japan

Regularly review food production systems adapted to climate 
change (e.g., changing varieties planted, improving soil quality).

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Promote resilient agriculture by ensuring the  conservation of 
ecosystems, enhancing the capacity to adapt to climate change 
and deal with natural disasters such as droughts and floods, and 
improving soil quality.

b. Contribute to the maintenance of genetic diversity of seeds, 
cultivated plants, domestic animals, livestock and their wild 
relatives by establishing seed banks and plant banks.

c. Provide support for developing countries to incorporate adaptation 
measures to climate change into national and local planning.

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 2.4  Adapt to climate
change and preserve seeds and 
genetic resources 
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Targets for food-related issues Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
2.1: Reduce 
environmental 
impacts 
caused by 
food 
production

Reduce the use of chemical fertiliser and pesticide per 
hectare to below X% by 2030.

X by 2030.
C Increase organic farming’s share of farmland to at least 

1.0% by 2018, and up to X% by 2030. 
Reduce the amount of antibiotics used for growth 
promotion in the animal husbandry sector by X% by 
2030.

E Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the agricul-
tural sector by X% by 2030. 
Promote scientific management plans aimed at 
restoring marine resources to maximum sustainable 
yield levels depending on the biological characteristics 
of each resource. 

a

Contribute to the prevention of air, water, and land 
pollution in developing countries through technology 
transfers of resource-efficient agriculture with lower 
environmental impacts, infrastructure development, 
and capacity-building.

Prescription 
2.2: Provide 
access to 
sustainability 
information on 
agricultural 
products

for a range of information about food (health, safety, 
origin, environmental impact, economic impact, social 
impact, etc.) so that anyone can choose highly sustain-
able food.
Promote food literacy about sustainability-related of 
food by providing relevant information.

C X% 
both at the retail and consumer levels.

a Provide support to developing countries to enhance 
scientific and technical capacity to shift toward sustain-
able production and consumption patterns. 

b Provide support for governments, local authorities, 
and companies to incorporate sustainability informa-
tion into their plans and regular reports, etc.

c Contribute to the global efforts to eliminate exploitation 
in food production by promoting fair trade.

Prescription 
2.3: Secure a 
stable food 
supply and 
revitalise local 
communities 

higher target by 2030.

stable food supply of X kcal/person per day, in line 
with the current consumption patterns.

C efforts that include cooperative relations with countries 
in the region relating food imports.
Increase the competitiveness of domestic agricultural 
products, thereby revitalising local communities.

E
can easily access food sustainably.

a

Contribute to raising agricultural and fisheries produc-
tivity and eradicating hunger through international co-
operation, including technology transfer in agriculture 
and fisheries, building infrastructure for transport and 
stockpiling, and supporting capacity-building, etc. 

Prescription 
2.4: Adapt 
to climate 
change and 
preserve 
seeds and 
genetic 
resources 

Regularly review food production systems adapted 
to climate change (e.g., changing varieties planted, 
improving soil quality).

a
Promote resilient agriculture by ensuing the conserva-
tion of ecosystems, enhancing the capacity to adapt to 
climate change and deal with natural disasters such as 
draughts and floods, and improving soil quality.

b
Contribute to the maintenance of genetic diversity of 
seeds, cultivated plants, domestic animals, livestock 
and their wide relatives by establishing seed banks 
and plant banks.

c Provide support for developing countries to incor-
porate adaptation measures to climate change into 
national and local planning.
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Expectancy

Health

      

cantly contributes to the reduction of social welfare costs, including medical 

the aging population. Currently, around 40% of social welfare costs is covered 
by national debt, leaving the burden to future generations. This situation does 
not promote inter-generational equity. 
     

by the Cabinet in 2013, emphasising the need to take action to reduce social 

year by 2020, reducing the number of metabolic syndrome sufferers by 25% 
by 2020 (from 2008), and encouraging regular health check-ups. The Ministry 

of a healthy society in the next decade.

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 3.1-1 Average life expectancy and HLE in Japan

Prescription 3.1  Promote long and 
healthy lives  

Targets 
in 

Japan

Extend healthy life expectancy by 1 year (Note 3) by 2020, and an 
additional  X years by 2030. 
Reduce the number of metabolic syndrome sufferers by 25% by 
2020, from 2008 (Note 3), and an additional X% by 2030. 

C. 
ups (Note 3), and to X% by 2030. 

on Tobacco Control.  

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Contribute to global efforts to eradicate all forms of malnutrition by 
2030.

b. Contribute to global targets to reduce mortality rates of pregnant 
women, newborns and children under the age of five.

c. Contribute to global efforts to reduce the number of traffic accident 
casualties.

d. Contribute to a reduction in the number of pollution-related 

technologies. 
e. 

f. In particular, provide support for capacity-building relating to early 
warning of health risks, risk mitigation, and risk management.  

Related UN SDG targets

Pension

Pensions

Medical insurance

Pensions

(estimated budget)

Medical insurance

Medical care 

Figure 3.1-2 Social welfare cost in Japan by year
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 Maintaining good mental health is crucial to appreciate a long 

to mental health problems. Taking a holistic approach, including appropriate 
exercise, well-balanced nutrition and good rest to recover from physical and 
psychological fatigue of everyday life, is particularly of importance  to improve 
any mental health problems. 

that drive people to commit suicide, including health problems and financial 
problems, substantial number of suicides are said to be caused by depression 

 Under the circumstances, it is of critical importance to address the matter in a 
comprehensive manner as the society as a whole. Moreover, while death from 
overwork is one of the most serious problems among the country’s working 
population, around 800 workers claim compensation for the health problems 
(cerebral or heart diseases) caused by overwork. Moreover, the number of 
employees who claim compensation related to mental health problems has 
been increasing steadily, reaching the record high figure of  1456 in 2014 

including power harassment and sexual harassment, academic harassment at 
schools and universities, and also bullying at schools. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 3.2-3 Number of employee compensation claims (2010-2014)
Figure 3.2-1 Suicides (national total and per 100,000) 

(1980-2015)

Economic 
problems

Family problems

Love affairs
Others 

Health problems

Problems at 
work

Problems at school

Figure 3.2-2 Causes of suicide (2014)

Prescription 3.2  Address mental
health problems and drug addictions 

Targets 
in 

Japan

X%. 

X persons. 
C. Promote efforts to prevent and cure addiction to alcohol and drugs.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Promote global efforts to prevent and cure addiction to alcohol and 
drugs.

Related UN SDG targets

Cerebral or cardiac 
diseases Mental disorders
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 Infectious diseases occur when microbes invade and infect the body, 

tropical diseases, and combating hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other 
communicable diseases.

in 2014, a significant decrease from 3.81 million in 2000. While there is 
currently no cure or effective vaccine to deal with the diseases, advancement 
of treatment regimen have made it possible to slow down progression of the 
disease. 

end of 2014. The number has been steadily increasing in recent years, more 

annually. The country must make its utmost effort to the prevent further spread 

 Tuberculosis is currently killing around 1.5 million people around the world 

rate from this disease has dropped from around 146.4 per 100,000 then to 

per 100,000 in 1951 to 16.1 in 2013. The country’s efforts to fight tuberculosis 

that 56 people are infected by tuberculosis each day across the country, 
among which six people lose their lives even today. 

 With regard to malaria, around 198 million people were infected across the 
world in 2013, among which over 580,000 people lost their lives. The situation, 

malaria disappeared more than half a century ago, and there have been no 
cases of domestic infection reported, presumably due to the change of the 
living conditions of mosquitoes, changes in people’s lifestyles and residential 
structure in the country. We should further continue our efforts to end the three 
major infectious diseases within and around the country. 

including dengue fever are primarily transmitted by particular kinds of mosqui-
toes that live widely across the country.    

 It is important to consider the impacts global warming on mosquito-borne 
diseases, as they are known to rapidly become epidemic under favourable 
environmental conditions. We should therefore be aware of the future potential 
of epidemics of infectious diseases, including malaria, dengue fever, and 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Table 3.3-2: Potential effects of global warming on the status of 
animal-borne diseases in Japan

Figure 3.3-1 Total HIV and AIDS patients in Japan 

1. lobal warming will increase the number of mosquitoes, 
causing the increased population density of mosquitoes in 
residential areas. 

2. Warming climate will contribute to increase the number of 
mosquitoes (including their eggs and larvae) surviving winter, 
leading to increases in the number of mosquitoes in subse-
quent years.

3. The number of mosquitoes surviving winter in the larval stage 
will increase as standing water in urban areas will not free e. 

4. ignificant increase in average temperature during summer in 
urban areas could cause rapid epidemics of mosquito-borne 
diseases. 

5. s the habit of wearing short-sleeved shirts and shorts 
becomes more common during hot summer months, people 
become more prone to mosquito-borne diseases.

Health

Prescription 3.3  Prevent and 
control communicable diseases    

Targets 
in 

Japan
emergency medical systems, etc.) to new communicable diseases, 
and prevent their occurrence and spread. 

C. 
diseases considering the long-term impacts of climate change and 
other factors, and establish/update the necessary guidelines. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 

combat hepatitis, waterborne diseases, and other communicable 
diseases. 

Related UN SDG targets

Number of patients
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 The aging of the population will inevitably lead to an increased financial 

health care services in a sustainable manner in the coming years is one of the 

be addressed urgently, including access to health care services and the 

3.4-1).  

 In this regard, maintaining the appropriate number of skilled health workers 

be needed in 2025, potentially causing a shortage of 300,000 care workers 

society, including women, children, persons with disabilities and the elderly, 
and provide appropriate social infrastructure to effectively serve their needs. 
In this regard,  we should aim to build truly barrier-free environments in our 
society that are accessible to everyone and comfortable for all, including the 
vulnerable. 

Current situation and policy prescriptionCurrent situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 3.4-1 Disparity of medical expenditure, by region

Working team on the projections of supply and demand for elderly care practitioners (2015)

Strategic planning for the coming decade: human resources development in the nursing sector

A comprehensive national 
strategy is needed to “push up” 
the number of care workers

Future situation of the shortage of care workers (if current strategies are continued) 

Projected demand for 
care workers
2.48 million  

Estimated number of 
care workers in 2025 

2.15 million

Deficit of 
approx. 300,000 

care workers  
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1.71 million 

Figure 3.4-2 Estimated (red) and desirable (blue) numbers of nursing care workers by year

Health

Targets 
in 

Japan

workers to 2.48 million (Note 21), and to X people by 2030.

sustainable transport systems. 
C. Recognise and value unpaid care including elderly care and 

housework through social welfare systems.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Provide support for global efforts in establishing social security 
systems for the poorest and most vulnerable in developing 
countries.

b. Promote equitable societies by providing support to establish 
effective social welfare policies. 

c. Make a significant contributions to the achievement of Universal 

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 3.4  Establish equal
access to quality medical and 
elderly care services  
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Targets for health-related issues Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
3.1: Promote 
long and 
healthy lives 

Extend healthy life expectancy by 1 year by 2020 and 
an additional X years by 2030. 
Reduce the number of metabolic syndrome sufferers 
by 25% by 2020, from 2008 (Note 3), and an additional 
X% by 2030. 

C
medical check-ups, and to X% by 2030. 

vention on Tobacco Control.
a Contribute to global efforts to end all forms of malnutri-

tion by 2030.

b Contribute to global targets to reduce mortality rates 
of pregnant women, newborns and children under the 
age of five.

c Contribute to the global efforts to reduce the number of 
traffic accident casualties.

d Contribute to a reduction in the number of pollution-

environmental technologies. 
e

f In particular, provide support for capacity-building 
relating to early warning of health risks, risk mitigation, 
and risk management.

Prescription 
3.2: Address 
mental health 
problems 
and drug 
addictions 

by X%. 

to less than X persons. 
C Promote efforts to prevent and cure addiction to 

alcohol and drugs.
a Promote global efforts to prevent and cure addiction to 

alcohol and drugs.

Prescription 
3.3: Prevent 
and control 
communicable 
diseases

opment of emergency medical systems, etc.) to new 
communicable diseases, and prevent their occurrence 
and spread.

C infectious diseases considering the long-term climate 
impacts of climate change and other factors, and 
establish necessary guidelines. 

a
and tropical diseases, and combat hepatitis, water-
borne diseases, and other communicable diseases. 

Prescription 
3.4: Establish 
equal access 
to quality 
medical and 
elderly care 
services  

increase the number of nursing care workers to 2.48 
million, and to X people by 2030.

pensive and sustainable transport systems.
C Recognise and value unpaid care including elderly 

care and housework through social welfare systems.

a Provide support for global efforts in establishing social 
security systems for the poorest and most vulnerable 
in developing countries.

b Promote equitable societies by providing support to 
establish effective social welfare policies.

c Make a significant contribution to the achievement of 
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higher 

or less 

income or less or less or less or less or more 

Education
 Education is a means for developing skills that will be required in 
achieving  sustainable society. It would therefore be of critical importance 
to ensure equal opportunities for education and vocational training for all 
throughout one’s lifetime, regardless of age, disability, gender, and financial 

created a social gap in access to quality education.    

 One factor contributing to such a situation is the country’s low level of public 

 This situation results in a heavy economic burden imposed on students 

Regarding spending for higher education, the percentages were 66% and 

barrier for equal educational opportunities for all, especially when it comes to 
higher education. Moreover, it is also one of the biggest factors contributing to 

 If education is actually contributing to a widening of the socio-economic gap, 
rather than promoting fairness and equality in society, it could be counterpro-
ductive for the sake of achieving sustainable society where a variety of skills 
is required. Moreover, the widening of the gap between the rich and poor will 
inevitably cause a variety of social problems.

and Technology formulated in 2013 the basic policy aimed at providing free 
childcare and education to pre-school aged children (3-5 years) by 2020. 

then. 
       

from the heavy financial burden of tuition fees for their children to attend 

private schools as well. Moreover, ongoing efforts to increase public expendi-

      
 Currently around 58 million school-aged children around the world are not 
benefitting from primary education due to various reasons, including poverty 
and conflicts. More than half are girls. Opportunities for secondary education 
are also limited in these regions, and so are opportunities for vocational 
training and technical education that would lead to employment and entrepre-
neurship. The lack of education is causing higher unemployment rates among 
younger generations in developing countries. This situation could potentially 

efforts to improve access to education and training in developing countries, in 
close cooperation with other donor countries and relevant organisations.   

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 4.1-2  Educational choice and family income 

and Technology (2010) 
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Figure 4.1-1 Expenditure on educational institutions in OECD 
countries as a percentage of GDP (2011)

Targets 
in 

Japan

school age (3-5 years). Particular attention should be paid to the 
diverse needs of children of various backgrounds. Ongoing debate 
on lowering the compulsory school age to five should be continued.

X, prior to 2030, provide free high school education 
(including private schools). 

C. 

X

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
countries through various measures (e.g., constructing schools, 
training teachers, improving  teaching materials and curriculum, 
strengthening ties between authorities and local communities).

b. Provide support for informal literacy education in countries where 
illiteracy rates are relatively high.

c. 
affected by conflicts, by providing vocational training and technical 
education, in close cooperation with industrial sectors in those 
countries.

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 4.1  Promote equal 
access to quality education and 
vocational training 
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ESD concept
(knowledge, values, and actions)

Comprehensive development of 
Environment, Economy, and 

Society

Climate change

Other related 
educationBiodiversity

Culture Education

Environmental 
education

Disaster risk 
management

Energy education
International 

understanding 
education

Education
 Our planet is currently faced with various problems, including  environmen-
tal problems, food security, natural resources and energy security, various 
new and conventional security problems, and human rights violation, many 
of which are intertwining with each other. It is therefore essential for the entire 
population to take the necessary actions to address those various problems 
for the sake of achievement of sustainable society, while fully recognising the 
indivisible nature of these problems. 

 Education has an important role to play in this regard by developing ‘civic 
literacy’ among the people,  thereby raising their awareness towards globally 
important issues, such as the protection of the natural environment and the 
promotion of social justice, including addressing generational gaps within 
societies.  

at developing capacities of students to critically reflect those global problems 
needed to be addressed for the achievement of sustainable society, and 
question our current systems and behaviours, thereby enhancing the transfor-

the post-2015 development agenda. The declaration called on all nations to 

agenda forward. 

risk mitigation among the entire population.

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 4.2-1 ESD: Holistic approach to education

Targets 
in 

Japan

development and lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, respect 

Promote environments where people of all ages can appreciate 
the opportunity to learn about sustainable development throughout 
their lives.

C. Promote education on disaster risk prevention and risk management 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 

b. Provide leadership and facilitation to promote the development of 

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 4.2  Promote 
Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD)
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based on mutual respect on their diversities, including age, gender, disability, 

an inclusive and equitable society has been recognised as one of the top prior-

it would be essential to develop environments where all students can study in 
one classroom and community, regardless of their strengths or weaknesses 

should be able to provide education services to the pupils and students with 
specific needs. 

 Inclusive education is an approach that provides all pupils and students 
with equal opportunities to receive primary and secondary education in one 

vention in 2014, and is well aware of the crucial importance of promotion of 
inclusive education.

at special support education schools but also in special support education 
classes for the handicapped attending ordinary elementary and secondary 

students is less than enough, due to the lack of the supply of qualified teachers 
and necessary facilities. Moreover, further support should be provided to 
disabled students after completion of their education in finding suitable jobs 

further support for the education of children with foreign origins, who are in-

a significantly lower number of them compared to other developed nations. 

velopment of related political institutions and systems. 
  

of the communities with whom local residents should be working harmoniously 

antees the rights of children with foreign origins to equally receive education 

should also be aware that those children with diverse backgrounds might need 

the government and the local authorities should promptly take the necessary 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 4.3-1 
Number of special support education schools and their students

and Technology (2014) 

The number of students attending special support schools 

High
schools

Secondary
schools

Elementary
schools

Kinder
gardens

The number of students attending special support education schools has increased by 30% over the 
last decade. There has been particularly sharp increase in the number of high school students. 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 20132010 20122011

Figure 4.3-2 Concerns and issues children of foreign origin tend to face at school

Conflicts with parents

Concerns about their progress at 
school and school life in general 
“I cannot keep up with other students”
“I cannot make friends at school” 
“I wonder whether I can continue my studies at this 
school…” 
“I am not motivated because I am not doing well at 
school””

Feeling uncomfortable in the new 
environment 
Feeling of insecurity about everyday life
“I’ve never had any language problems in 
my own country…”
“We were actually far better off in our own 
country….”

Anxiety about the future 
Concerns about coming across various 
boundaries  due to visa issues
Concerns about educational and career 
opportunities
“Where am I going to end up in the future?”

Identity crisis 

“

Frustrated about the fact that their life has been 
hugely affected by the decisions of their parents 
“Why did I have to come to Japan in the first 
place?”
I feel embarrassed that my parents look and 

behave differently from my Japanese friends’’”

“

“Who am I?”
“Why I am here?”
Where in the world my ‘home 
country’ actually is?”

Education

Prescription 4.3  Promote 
inclusive education 

Targets 
in 

Japan

children and youths with a disability are guaranteed access to 
quality education, thereby ensuring their financial independence 
after completing education. 
Promote favourable environments for inclusive education by 
increasing the number of teachers and staff members, as well as 
that of school counsellors and social workers. 

C. Establish flexible and supportive systems in which foreign or 
stateless children would not be deprived of their rights for education. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
thereby preparing local communities to accept more refugees, 
while providing long-term support to refugees. 

b. Provide support to developing countries in introducing inclusive 
education of various forms, depending on the needs and 
circumstances of each individual country. 

Related UN SDG targets
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transnational nature of these problems, any single actor—nation or region—
is incapable of dealing with them alone. International cooperation is without 
doubt essential in dealing with global problems. 
  
 We are living in the time of history when knowledge and technology have 
become sources of sustainable growth, making the role of higher education 
institutions and research institutions even more important in addressing these 
problems.  

enhance their contribution to human resource development in develop-
ing countries, while sharing knowledge and experiences with them, thereby 
enhancing cooperation with them in finding effective solutions of a variety of 
global problems. 

arship programme for over sea students, particularly those from developing 

various problems, such as environment and energy, pandemics, aging of 

eration between the private sectors on both sides, thereby establishing and 
enhancing a sustainable platform for effective human resource and education-
al and research cooperation involving industry, academia, and governmental 

countries in research and education to address global problems, rather than 
merely providing educational and technical supports.  

enhance its involvement in various international research programmes, such 

nificant contribution in addressing global problems through its advanced tech-
nologies.

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 4.4-1 Addressing global problems:
Concepts and methods (SATREPS)

Development aid through ODA

Addressing regional challenges

The potential of developing countriesThe role of Japan

International cooperation

Addressing global challenges 

Promotion of Science and Technology

Collaboration with partners in 
developing countries

Science and 
technology For the sake of the 

planet, for the sake of 
prosperous future.

Promotion of research, development, and innovation

Seeking solutions to global issues 
Enhancing the role of science communities

Contribution through its advanced science and technology 
Contribution through human resource development

Contribution to global efforts by providing expertise and lessons learned from 
their own experience. Promotion of global economy by serving as new markets.

Seeking solutions to regional problems and capacity 
development aimed at addressing such issues

Education

Targets 
in 

Japan
thereby enhancing their international competitiveness, so students 

necessary for solving global problems. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
developing countries. Provide further support to improve the quality 
of research and higher education in developing countries. 

b. Promote research and education on global issues in developing 
countries by further enhancing support.  

c. 
and make a significant contribution to addressing global problems.

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 4.4  Promote 
international collaboration in 
research and higher education
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Targets for education-related issues Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
4.1: Promote 
equal access 
to quality 
education and 
vocational 
training 

children of pre-school age (3-5 years). Particular 
attention should be paid to the diverse needs of 
children of various backgrounds. Ongoing debate on 
lowering the compulsory school age to five should be 
continued.

X, prior to 2030, provide free high school 
education (including private schools).

C

X

a veloping countries through various measures (e.g., 
constructing schools, training teachers, improving  
teaching materials and curriculum, strengthening ties 
between authorities and local communities).

b Provide support for informal literacy education in 
countries where illiteracy rates are relatively high.

c countries affected by conflicts, by providing vocational 
training and technical education, in close cooperation 
with industrial sectors in those countries.

Prescription 
4.2: Promote 
Education for 
Sustainable 
Development 
(ESD)

standing of sustainable development and lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, respect for peace and 

Promote environments where people of all ages can 
appreciate the opportunities to learn about sustainable 
development.

C Promote education on disaster risk prevention and risk 

a Provide leadership and facilitation to promote the 

b Provide leadership and facilitation to promote the de-

tors.

Prescription 
4.3: Promote  
inclusive 
education  

and youths with disability are guaranteed access to 
quality education, thereby ensuring their financial in-
dependence after completing education.
Promote favourable environments for inclusive 
education by  increasing the number of teachers and 
staff members, as well as that of school counsellors 
and social workers. 

C Establish flexible and supportive systems in which 
foreign or stateless children would not be deprived of 
their rights for education.

a problems thereby preparing local communities to 
accept more refugees, while providing long-term 
support to refugees.

b Provide support to developing countries in introducing 
inclusive education of various forms, depending on the 
needs and circumstances of each individual country.

Prescription 
4.4: Promote 
international 
collaboration  
in research 
and higher 
education

research and technical capabilities necessary for 
solving global problems.   

a from developing countries. Provide further support to 
improve the quality of research and higher education 
in developing countries.

b Promote research and education on global issues in 
developing countries by further enhancing support.

c programmes and make a significant contribution to ad-
dressing global problems.
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Denmark

Men

Australia

Germany
USA

Canada
Spain

France

UK
OECD average

The Netherlands

South Korea

Mexico
Italy

Japan

Women

Gender vidual in society, and is of utmost importance to mobilise all available human 

ity, prospective demographic changes will pose significant challenges to the 
country.  

Cabinet Office in 2014, for males the labour force participation rate in working 

of the entire non-labour force population of the country. While 3.03 million 
women are actively seeking employment, the rest are not seeking jobs, either 
for personal and/or other reasons (e.g., family responsibility, health issues, 

pecially pregnancy and childcare responsibility that follows, are major barriers 

target of increasing the female employment rate of 25–44 years of age to 

to their jobs after birth of their first child to 55% from 38% (2010) by 2020. 
Moreover, it declared that ratio of male employees who take parental leave 
should be raised from 2.63% (2011) to 13% by 2020. It also claims that access 

day on unpaid labour such as housework and childcare, while men spend 

women earn 40% less than men, illustrating a serious gender disparity in 
wages as well. While the difference is partly due to the fact that the percent-
age of female workers in non-regular employment is significantly higher than 
that of men, it has also been pointed out that women are paid more than 30% 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 5.1-2 Female non-labour force population by reasons

Health reasons Lack of prospects for 
finding a job suitable for 
own knowledge or skill 

Others 

Lack of prospects 
for appropriate 
employment 

Childbirth and 
childcare 

Elderly care 
and nursing

Lack of prospects for 
finding an 
employment with 
suitable conditions 
(hours, wages, etc.) 

Others

Lack of prospects for finding a 
job close enough to the house 

Lack of prospects for finding a job under the current 
economic situation or in the current season 

Figure 5.1-1 Labour force participation rate 

Figure 5.1-3 Minutes spent on domestic work 

Prescription 5.1  Address gender-
inequality in employment  
opportunities and wages  

Targets 
in 

Japan

years of age (Note 12), and to X% by 2030. 

working after the birth of their first child (Note 12), and to X% 
by 2030. 

C. 
parental leave (Note 12), and to X% by 2030.

E. Recognise and value unpaid care and household work, through 
social welfare systems. 

childcare so that their partners/wives do not spend more than X 
times what men spend on those tasks. 

based wage disparities.

hours or more per week (Note 13).  

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Protect labour rights for all, especially for the vulnerable, including 
immigrant workers and female employees, and promote safe and 
comfortable working conditions.

b. Recognise and value unpaid care and household work, through 
social welfare systems.

Related UN SDG targets

Men

Women
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Gender
education, economy, health and politics since 2006 (indicated on a scale of 0 

5.2-1). 

nificantly lower than most other countries. Moreover, nearly 40% of municipal 

suggest that the participation of women in political processes is a crucial issue. 

to expand women’s participation in policy and decision-making processes in 
all fields of society ever since. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

whose titles are equivalent to or higher than section-manager in private corporations or other 

Figure 5.2-2 Proportion of women in “leadership positions” 
in various fields of society 
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Figure 5.2-1 GGGI: scores of Japan (blue) and average scores (black) 

Targets 
in 

Japan
businesses and other areas, and to X% by 2030 (Note 3).
Introduce measures for human resources development aimed at 
achieving gender equality in workplaces.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Ensure equal opportunities for both genders to participate in 
decision-making processes of various areas of society. 

Related UN SDG targets

Prescription 5.2  Promote women’s 
leadership in society
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between men and women, ranging from sexual harassment at workplaces 
and other public spaces, stalking by former partners or strangers, to domestic 

but also the dignity, overall health status, and human rights of individuals 

the overwhelming majority of the victims of domestic violence. The number 
of arrests of husbands for violence against their wives has increased sharply 

revealed that 6.5% of women had experienced forced sexual intercourse by 

Centres in all prefectures by 2015, where residents can receive confidential 

can receive professional support regarding violence by their spouses. 

governmental efforts have not produced adequate results so far, and further 
efforts require urgent attention.   

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 5.3-1 Number of men arrested for domestic violence 

AssaultsInjurious 
assaults

Murder/
manslaughter

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

(Number of arrests)

Figure 5.3-2 GBV victims and their reactions

Talked to close friend(s)

Never talked to (and/or sought advice from) anyone about 
the incident

No answer

Others

Sought advice from school staff (teachers, school counsellors 
and nursing teachers)

Sought advice from specialists and/or related organisations in 
private sector (lawyers, counsellors, etc.) 

Sought advice from authorities other than police

Sought advice from medical specialists (doctors and/or nurses)

Reported the incident to the police

Talked to family member(s) and/or relative(s)

Gender

Prescription 5.3  End all forms of
 Gender-Based Violence and 
promote human rights

Targets 
in 

Japan

X
that explicitly declare their ability to provide support to victims of 

C. X

X, establish appropriate training systems for professionals 

counsellors, and teachers.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Make a significant contribution to global efforts to end all forms 
of discrimination against women and girls throughout the world. 

b. 
exploitation and other forms of exploitation. End all forms of 
violence in public and private spaces.

Related UN SDG targets



27

Targets for issues related to gender equality Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
5.1: Address 
gender -
inequality in 
employment  
opportunities 
and wages

women 25-44 years of age (Note 12), and to X% by 
2030.

continue working after the birth of their first child, and 
to X% by 2030. 

C
who take parental leave (Note 12) and to X% by 2030.

(Note 12).  
E Recognise and value unpaid care and housework, 

through social welfare systems.

housework and childcare so that their partners/wives 
do not spend more than X times that men spend on 
those tasks. 

eliminate gender-based wage disparities. 

who work 60 hours or more per week (Note 13).

a
Protect labour rights for all, especially for the vul-
nerable, including immigrant workers and female 
employees, and promote safe and comfortable 
working conditions. 

b Recognise and value unpaid care and housework, 
through social welfare systems.

Prescription 
5.2: Promote 
women’s 
leadership in 
society

positions in businesses and other areas, and to X% 
by 2030 (Note 3).
Introduce measures for human resources development 
aimed at achieving gender equality in workplaces.

a Ensure equal opportunities for both genders to partici-
pate in decision-making processes of various areas of 
society. 

Prescription 
5.3: End all 
forms of 
Gender-Based 
Violence 
and promote 
human rights

X
Equality Centres that explicitly declare their ability to 

C X

X, establish appropriate training systems 

doctors, nurses, lawyers, counsellors, and teachers.

a Make a significant contribution to global efforts to end 
all forms of discrimination against women and girls 
throughout the world. 

b sexual exploitation and other forms of exploitation. End 
all forms of violence in public and private spaces.
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Water natural disasters, and more than 3,000 people were reported missing. The 
financial damage caused by natural disasters during this period was estimated 

rains, and landslides is particularly significant. We need to properly address 
such phenomena, especially since the frequency of such disasters is increas-
ing due to climate change. 

in March 2015, which declared the goal to substantially reduce global disaster 
mortality by 2030, with the aim of lowering the average global mortality per 

however, set even more ambitious targets to reduce the number of victims 
from 2020 to 2030, as victims from 2005 to 2015 were much higher in number 

blessed with relatively easy access to safe drinking water at a reasonable 

nificant damage to the water supply infrastructure, causing water shortages 

for emergency situations in order to maintain water supplies to all the people 

 Climate change could also change precipitation patterns, causing unexpect-

we need to be prepared for these changes, it is highly unpredictable as to 
how and to what extent they could affect  different regions. We should con-
stantly review our adaptation strategies to climate change, not only from the 
viewpoint of infrastructures but also that of human resources, based on the 
data collected in each region.

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

 No water stoppage
1 year
2-3 years
4-7 years
8 years or more

Figure 6.1-2 Frequency of low rainfall periods

Figure 6.1-3 Changes in rainfall patterns

Figure 6.1-1
Water supply status (water stoppages and cutoffs) of past 30 years

Targets 
in 

Japan

disasters to less than X per 100,000 people. 
Establish the necessary infrastructure to ensure access to water in 
emergency situations such as large-scale disasters and droughts. 

C. 
posed by climate change. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Provide technical support through technology transfers related 

resources development and institution-building to help address 
water-related disasters. 

b. 
developing early warning systems. 

c. 
floods, and significantly reduce the number of victims.

Prescription 6.1   Address water-
related risks 

Related UN SDG targets
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Rivers Rivers 
Total Total 
Sea Sea 

Lakes Lakes 

Sea Rivers Lakes Total

Chikugo-Saga Plain, 
Fukuoka Prefecture

Kashiwazaki, Niigata Prefecture

Kujukuri Plain, Chiba Prefecture 

Kanto Plain, Saitama Prefecture

Areas where land subsidence of more than 2 cm/year was observed in 2013 (4 areas)
Areas where land subsidence was observed by the end of 2013 (64 areas)and 

Water this situation continue, the percentage of forests with water-holding soil is 
estimated to decline to 56% in the coming five years from current figure of 

 Urban areas also face various challenges, such as decreased river flows, 
urban flooding, and groundwater depletion, caused by decreased infiltra-
tion and groundwater recharge associated with changes in water use and the 
advance of urbanisation. Moreover, some areas are affected by land subsid-

level even if groundwater levels start to recover. Meanwhile, rapid recovery 
of groundwater levels, as a result of regulating groundwater pumping, has 

tegrated responses to these issues based on data collected over the years, 
aiming for appropriate groundwater use. 
 
 It is of critical importance to involve local residents and other actors affected 
by water-related problems in discussion about maintaining sound water 
cycles.

perspective of the living environment and health. While most standards in 

category have a low achievement rate, especially the water quality of lakes 

areas is not easy and will require long-term commitment, we should maintain 
our efforts to improve overall water quality across the country in all fields for 
the sake of achieving sustainable society.  

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 6.2-1 Land subsidence in Japan

Figure 6.2-2 Rate of achievement of environmental standards

Targets 
in 

Japan

conditions for water-holding capacity (Note 11),  and to X% by 
2030. 

problem of land subsidence. 
C. 

including efficient water use, flood control and environment, in a 
comprehensive manner.

standards (X% for rivers, X% for marine areas, X%  for lakes). 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Contribute to global water conservation efforts through such 
measures as supporting implementation of sustainable forest 
management. 

b. 
management by 2030.

c. Contribute to global efforts to significantly reduce by 2030 
the number of deaths and patients from illnesses caused by 
contaminated water, through technology transfers, infrastructure 
support, and human resources development.

d. 
including marine sediments and eutrophication.  

Prescription 6.2  Maintain sound 
water cycles and improve water quality

Related UN SDG targets
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Water was aware of the sources of tap water, indicating a decrease in awareness in 

 The residents of metropolitan areas demonstrated a lower level of 
awareness, while younger generations were generally less aware. Proper 
water literacy, including knowledge about the origins of tap water and des-
tination of wastewater helps people to understand the need to protect water 
resources, thereby promoting integrated management of water resources. 
Moreover, water literacy provides opportunities to reflect on the appropriate 
relationships between people and the natural environment.
    

years, including monitoring tests of local water resources, in the hope of 
raising awareness of the entire community regarding their surrounding envi-

ecosystems increases, these activities will become an integral part of local 
activities, leading to more sustainable communities.

Monitoring Challenge (WWMC) is an international education and outreach 
programme aimed at building public awareness and involvement in protect-

activity that improves participants’ levels of water literacy, but the programme  

ing efforts. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 6.3-1 Awareness of water resources

shown decreasing trend. 

Residents of mage-cities tend to know less about their water sources, 
due to complicated water supply systems in their area of residence. 

Younger generations who have never used other sources of water than 
water pipes (i.e. well water etc.) tend to have lower awareness about 
water sources.

Targets 
in 

Japan

drainage to more than X%.
Promote environmental education starting with water as an 
introductory theme. Publish supplementary educational materials. 

C. X
in water quality monitoring, and train X
knowledgeable about the local water environment and 
ecosystems.

disasters. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
improve water quality and sanitation. 

b. 
development and lifestyles in harmony with nature, and by 2030 
establish access to information for all regarding these matters. 

c. 
and technical capabilities to achieve sustainable patterns of 
production and consumption.

Related UN SDG targets

n=221

n=431

n=764

n=432

Results by size of cities (2008)

Mega-cities

Medium cities

Small cities

Towns and villages 51.1

47.6

40.1

37.4

25.8

25.8

24.9

25.1

14.5

14.2

19.4

18.4

8.6

12.5

15.7

19.1

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

n=145
n=297
n=294
n=394
n=403
n=306

Results by age group

70 and over
60 ～ 69
50～ 59

20～ 29
30～ 39
40～ 49

16.6
25.9

23.8
31

26.1
21.6

28.3
25.9

22.1
12.7

11.4
13.1

33.1
25.3

15
11.4
6.7

11.4

22.122.1
22.922.9

39.139.1
44.944.9

55.855.8
53.953.9

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

n=1839

n=2111

n=2157

1994

1999

2001

2008

n=2113

Results by year

42.5

45.2

45.3

53.8

25.2

28.5

26.6

24.1

17.3

14

16.4

13.7

14.9

12.3

11.7

8.4

Yes 
(Specific locations mentioned) 

Yes, to a certain extent 
(general locations, i.e. rivers and/or lakes)

No, not so much

No, not at all

Prescription 6.3  Promote water 
literacy 
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Water number of people who do not have sustainable access to safe drinking water 
and sanitation facilities. The world managed to achieve the goal for safe 
drinking water by 2010. Currently more than 90% of the global population 
has access to safe drinking water, but ensuring access to sanitation facilities 
turned out to be more difficult task. Currently 2.4 billion people do not yet have 

world’s largest donor in this sector. 

tities of water abroad. This hypothetical quantity of consumed water is called 

of this virtual water is also significant. The amount of virtual water imported 

large responsibility to address the global water crisis. 

only advanced technologies needed for clean water supplies and sanitation, 
but also expertise in dealing with water-related disasters based on experi-

various international fora regarding global targets on water and sanitation, 
water resources management, and climate change. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

(Trillion m3)

Figure 6.4-3 Amount of virtual water imports (2005)

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
access to safe and affordable drinking water and appropriate 
sanitation.

b. X% of 
international official development assistance spent on water and 
sanitation.

c. Provide further technical support and contribute to human 

experience, advanced technologies, and knowledge about water-
related disasters. 

Figure 6.4-1 Achievement of Millennium Development Goals
: Water and sanitation

Figure 6.4-2 ODA spent on water and sanitation

Japan Germany USA The NetherlandsFranceS.Korea

Prescription 6.4  Contribute to global ef-
forts to address water problems around the world

Related UN SDG targets
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Targets for water-related issues Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
6.1: Address 
water-
related risks

natural disasters to less than X per 100,000 people.
Establish the necessary infrastructures to ensure 
access to water in emergency situations such as large-
scale disasters and droughts.

C
for risks posed by climate change.

a
Provide technical support through technology transfers 
related to disaster risk prevention and management. 

building to help address water-related disasters.
b Contribute to global efforts for disaster risk reduction 

c Contribute to global efforts to protect the vulnerable 
from floods, and significantly reduce the number of 
victims.

Prescription 
6.2: Maintain 
sound 
water cycles 
and improve 
water quality

vourable soil conditions for water-holding capacity and 
to X% by 2030.

eliminate the problems of land subsidence.

C
to discuss issue including efficient water use, flood 
control and environment, in a comprehensive manner.

quality standards (X% for rivers, X% for marine areas, 
X% for lakes).

a Contribute to global water conservation efforts through 
such measures as supporting implementation of sus-
tainable forest management.

b
resource management by 2030.

c

Contribute to global efforts to significantly reduce by 
2030 the number of deaths and patients from illnesses 
caused by contaminated water, through technology 
transfers, infrastructure support, and human resources 
development.

d ties on land, including marine sediments and eutrophi-
cation.

Prescription 
6.3: Promote 
water literacy 

sources and drainage to more than X%.
Promote environmental education starting with water, 
as an introductory theme. Publish supplementary edu-
cational materials.

C
X

participating in water quality monitoring, and train X 

environment and ecosystems.

related disasters.
a

tives to improve water quality and sanitation. 

b able development and lifestyles in harmony with 
nature, and by 2030 establish access to information for 
all regarding these matters. 

c scientific and technical capabilities to achieve sustain-
able patterns of production and consumption.

Prescription 
6.4: 
Contribute 
to global 
efforts to 
address water 
problems 
around the 
world

a efforts to ensure access to safe and affordable drinking 
water and appropriate sanitation.

b X% of international official development assistance 
spent on water and sanitation.

c
Provide further technical support and contribute to 
human resources development in developing countries, 

and knowledge about water-related disasters. 
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in the world until the mid-nineties, energy efficiency of other countries has 

energy-related policies, with higher targets for energy efficiency improvement 

creasing energy consumption during the same period through energy-saving 
schemes. This would lead to an annual energy efficiency improvement rate of 

an improvement rate of primary energy efficiency in different scenarios for 
energy and environment, each of which indicated an annual improvement rate 
of 2.0–2.3%. 

integrated approaches indicated above.

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 7.1-1 Primary energy consumption per unit GDP (PPP) Figure 7.1-2 Energy efficiency improvement rates (1990-2010)

Global energy
ciency target

China Europe     France   Germany    India       Japan     S. Korea   Russia       UK USA World Average
France

Russia

Germany

World average

South Korea

USAUK

China Europe

India Japan

Targets 
in 

Japan

X%/year, to contribute to the global target of doubling the global 

Promote development and dissemination of energy-efficient 
technologies to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Make a significant contribution to global efforts to improve energy 
efficiency. 

Resources & Energy 

Prescription 7.1  Improve energy
 efficiency

Related UN SDG targets
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energy in total final energy consumption by 2030.

has been effectively enhancing the use of renewable energy. Nevertheless, 

regarding its renewable energy consumption. The Ministry of Economy, Trade 

Ministry of the Environment report published in 2015 revealed prospects for 
the share of renewable energy to increase to 14–21% in the coming years. 

2012 projected the share of renewable energy increasing to about 15–24%.
 
 Renewable energy sources are of critical importance for achieving sus-

gases, they could also enhance the nation’s level of energy self-sufficiency.

establishment of effective programmes to promote the technologies should be 
further enhanced, in order to achieve the figures projected by several minis-
tries for the share of renewable energy used in various sectors. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 7.2-1 Ratio of renewable energy in primary energy supply and target ratios by various authorities 

25.0%

20.0%

15.0%

7.2%
10.0%

5.0%

0.0%
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Energy and Environment 
Conference(2012)

Ministry of Environment(2015)
Ministry of Economy, 

Trade, and Industry (2015)

Targets 
in 

Japan

and final energy up to X% by 2030.

effective dissemination programmes and facilities required for 
sustainable supply of renewable energy.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Contribute global efforts to promote the use of renewable energy 
through technology transfer and technical cooperation with other 
parties and nations. 

b. 
renewable energy. 

Related UN SDG targets

Resources & Energy 

Prescription 7.2  Promote use and
production of renewable energy
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processes is essential when developing sustainable energy systems, while 
considering the national socio-economic circumstances and the characteris-
tics of different sources of energy. 

producers to receive preferential rates and secure market to sell their energy), 
some local residents have taken the initiative and started renewable energy 
businesses in various parts of the country. Moreover, some local authorities 
and municipalities have enacted renewable energy regulations in their own ju-
risdictions. Residents have been actively exchanging and sharing experience 
and information, significantly boosting their level of energy literacy.

resources. Their  choice of energy utility depends on where they live. Under 
new plans, consumers will be able to freely choose their electricity supplier 
starting in 2016, and all power transmission networks will be equally acces-
sible starting in 2020
need to significantly improve their energy literacy, so that they can make the 
proper choices of energy resources. That is to say that they should be able 
to make their own decisions based not only on the cost of energy, but also on 
factors such as emissions of greenhouse gases, the generation and disposal 
of waste, the stability of supply, safety, and potential financial benefits for the 
local economy.
 
 In a society whose residents have a high level of energy literacy, actors such 
as government authorities and private bodies will not be able to build energy-
related facilities without the prior consent of local and regional residents. We 

be the key to ensure energy autonomy across the country. 

Current situation and policy prescriptionCurrent situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Consumers will be able to purchase 
energy from any retailer, irrespective 
of their area of residence.

All power transmission networks 
(including electricity and gas) will 
be equally accessible for all 
retailers. 

Enhance competition among 
energy producers, which will lead 
to efficiency and cost reduction.  

Retailers could offer various price 
plans including package deals where 
they provide their respective services 
together with energy.

Ensure neutrality by commissioning an 
independent company to manage 
electricity transmission networks. 
Likewise, transmission networks of the 
three major companies will be managed 
by an independent company which is 
not involved in production or retailing.

Large-scale energy plants

LNG terminals 

Electricity

Municipal gas

Production Transmission Sales

Choice

Green electricity

Mail order firms

Gas retailers 

Internet service 
providers

Electricity retailers 

Housing 
manufacturers

Mobile phone 
network operators

Electronics retailers 

Electricity production using locally 
available sources of energy 
including renewable ones 

Figure 7.3-1 Integrated reforms of energy systems

Targets 
in 

Japan

Continue to make improvements in electrical supply systems so 
that by 2020, consumers are able to exercise more choice of 
electricity source.
Respect more local autonomy in the construction and operation of 
energy-related facilities. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
autonomy through involvement of various actors, by establishing 
public institutions with higher transparency and human resources 
development in related sectors. 

Related UN SDG targets

Resources & Energy 

Prescription 7.3  Improve energy 
literacy and promote energy 
autonomy
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successful, as is illustrated in significant reductions of final disposal volume 
through such measures as the introduction of individual recycling laws. Efforts 
to achieve a recycling-based society has been strongly enhanced across the 
country in recent years.  

constraints around the world, as observed when global commodity prices rise. 
Meanwhile, various precious metals and rare metals are being disposed as 
waste in landfills.

2011, seriously damaged public confidence in the safety of nuclear power. 

 Meanwhile, the overall amount of waste worldwide has increased, partly 

generates 40% of global waste, and in 2050 is expected to double its 2010 
waste output.

material flow targets through various measures, such as increasing resource 

disposal .

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Targets 
in 

Japan

X/ton by 2030.
X% by 2030. 

C. 
X tons by 2030.

programmes on sustainable consumption and production 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Create a recycling-based society on a global scale, through the 

management and recycling industries overseas. 
b. 

use properly in developing countries, and exports of recyclable 
resources whose domestic use is limited, on the condition that 
they will not cause environmental pollution.

c. 
in developing countries and boost their sustainability, through 
technology transfers and expanded us of industrial processes that 
improve resource efficiency and consider a cleaner environment.

Related UN SDG targets

Figure 7.4-1 Resource productivity (trend and target)
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Figure 7.4-2 Recycling rate (trend and target)
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Figure 7.4-3 Amount of final disposal (trend and target)
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Prescription 7.4  Improve resource 
productivity
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Targets for issues resources and energy Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
7.1: Improve 
energy 
efficiency

more than X%/year, to contribute to the global target 
of doubling the global rate of improvement in energy 

Promote development and dissemination of energy-ef-
ficient technologies to significantly reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

a Make a significant contribution to global efforts to 
improve energy efficiency.

Prescription 
7.2: Promote 
use and 
production 
of renewable 
energy

primary energy and final energy up to X% by 2030.

establish effective dissemination programmes and 
facilities required for sustainable supply of renewable 
energy.

a Contribute global efforts to promote the use of 
renewable energy through technology transfer and 
technical cooperation with other parties and nations. 

b
access to renewable energy.

Prescription 
7.3: Improve 
energy 
literacy and  
promote 
energy 
autonomy 

Continue to make improvements in electrical supply 
systems so that by 2020, consumers are able to 
exercise more choice of electricity source.
Respect more local autonomy in the construction and 
operation of energy-related facilities.

a energy autonomy through involvement of various 
actors, by establishing public institutions with higher 
transparency and human resources development in 
related sectors. 

Prescription 
7.4: Improve 
resource 
productivity 

X/ton by 2030.

X% by 2030.
C

tons, and to X tons by 2030.

framework programmes on sustainable consumption 

a
Create a recycling-based society on a global scale, 

overseas. 

b are difficult to use properly in developing countries, and 
exports of recyclable resources whose domestic use is 
limited, on the condition that they will not cause envi-
ronmental pollution.

c industries in developing countries and boost their sus-
tainability, through technology transfers and expanded 
us of industrial processes that improve resource effi-
ciency and consider a cleaner environment.
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Biodiversity
indicated that the extinction rate of species has significantly increased during 
the past several centuries due human activities, and that the rate of extinction 
could be 1,000 times the natural rate. The document further warned that the 
pace of extinction could increase another tenfold in the near future. It also 
pointed out that the deterioration of ecosystems has significantly affected 

problem of biodiversity is essential to achieve sustainable society, as changes 
in biodiversity affect the poor and vulnerable seriously. 

 The 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

supporting human resources development in developing countries. Moreover, 

species, and more than an estimated 300,000 species, considering unknown 

well. In 2010, the Ministry of Environment conducted a comprehensive evalu-

affecting entire ecosystems, and that damage to ecosystems in inland waters, 

8.1-3). 

society in harmony with nature, based on this roadmap. 

Current situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Targets 
in 

Japan

Prevent further invasion of alien species, and implement 
measures to greatly reduce their impacts on terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems.

C. Implement scientific management plans aimed at recovering 
marine resources up to maximum sustainable yield levels, defined 
by biological characteristics of the respective resources.

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. 
secure sustainable use of ecosystem services.

b. 
endangered species and prevent their extinction.

c. Promote equitable use of genetic resources and appropriate 
access to them based on international agreements. 

d. Contribute to global efforts to stop poaching and illegal trade of 
endangered species.

e. Mobilise finance from various sources for conservation of 
biodiversity and ecosystems and their sustainable use.

f. 
particular those caused by land-based activities, including marine 
sediments and eutrophication.

Figure 8.1-1 “Endangered species”: Evaluation by IUCN
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Vascular plant

InsectBird
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Species not evaluated by IUCNEndangered species

Figure 8.1-3 Damage to biodiversity in Japan

Figure 8.1-2 “Strategic Plan 2011–2020”: prospects and purposes

Strategic Plan 2011–2020

“Vision” (mid-term targets to be fulfilled by 2050)

“Realising a world where human beings are living in harmony with nature”

20 individual targets (Aichi Targets)

“Mission” (short-term goals to be achieved by 2020)

By 2020, swiftly take effective actions to prevent further damage to 
biodiversity in order to maintain resilient ecosystem that would provide 
necessary services to the population in the years to come. 

Prescription 8.1  Conserve 
biodiversity

Related UN SDG targets
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Targets for issues related to biodiversity Related UN SDGs 

Prescription 
8.1: Conserve 
biodiversity

Prevent further invasion of alien species, and 
implement measures to greatly reduce their impacts on 
terrestrial and marine ecosystems.

C
Implement scientific management plans aimed at re-
covering marine resources up to maximum sustainable 
yield levels, defined by biological characteristics of the 
respective resources.

a systems, and secure sustainable use of ecosystem 
services.

b protect endangered species and prevent their extinc-
tion.

c Promote equitable use of genetic resources and ap-
propriate access to them based on international agree-
ments. 

d Contribute to global efforts to stop poaching and illegal 
trade of endangered species.

e Mobilise finance from various sources for conservation 
of biodiversity and ecosystems and their sustainable 
use.

f all forms, in particular those caused by land-based ac-
tivities, including marine sediments and eutrophication.
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Governance defined as aspirational and global, with each government setting its own 
national targets guided by the global level of ambition but taking into account 
national circumstances, and that each government is expected to decide 
how these aspirational and global targets should be incorporated in national 
planning processes, policies and strategies (paragraph 55).
 

velopment, namely environment, economy and society, due to their indivisible 

agencies dealing with matters related to sustainable development will have to 

agency that could deal with various matters related to policies for integrated 

hensive manner, or some type of coordinating structure that will manage the 

to enhance public dialogue about related issues would certainly help effective 
national implementation.

 On the other hand, it is important to recognise that local areas face diverse 
problems and challenges, so national targets decided by the central govern-
ment might not always be relevant for them. The government should therefore 
support local governments  and residents by raising awareness about the 

These can be expected to be anchored to historical and cultural backgrounds 
of regional activities related to sustainable development as well as regional 
strengths and uniqueness. 

states the need for adopting a multi-stakeholder approach and enhancing 
global partnership, involving governments, civil societies, private sectors, 
UN agencies and other existing mechanisms, taking full advantage of their 
knowledge and expertise, such as technologies and financial resources, while 
also mobilising available resources. The importance of global partnership has 
been repeatedly emphasised at related international fora, including the World 

and Rio+20. While nobody would deny the importance of enhanced partner-
ship involving various actors, a challenge for such partnerships is to enhance 
its effectiveness in implementing policies, while ensuring transparency. We 
should promote our efforts to address those matters to further enhance global 

is also essential to review and monitor the implementation processes of the 

oals and targets will be followed-up and reviewed using a set of global indica-

tribution in this global process, while establishing a system to review its own 
national implementation process. 

Current situation and policy prescriptionCurrent situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Figure 9.1-1 Links among SDGs through their targets

Targets 
in 

Japan

Introduce an institution to ensure policy coherence regarding the 

Provide necessary support to local governments for their 

C. Establish a mechanism where further discussion with various 

Promote partnerships across public and private sectors and 
secure the funding for effective policy implementation.

E. Establish indicators to monitor implementation of policies 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Provide support to developing countries in their implementation 

building. 
b. 

and regional levels, as well as follow-up and review processes. 
c. 

Prescription 9.1  Establish 
institutions for implementation of the SDGs 

Related UN SDG targets



45

Governance
 Many of the issue areas require cross-sectoral approaches for implementing 

several factors, including economic factors (e.g., educational expenses) and 
social factors (e.g., lack of childcare facilities, resulting in women’s untimely 

for persons with disabilities after they completed their education is a problem 

essential to achieve sustainable society by securing cross-sectoral budgets is 
also of critical importance.
    

governmental sector, civil society and the private sector, thereby utilising the 
expertise, technologies and financial resources controlled by each actor, while 
also mobilising other potential resources. With regard to financing from the 

where the private sector’s financial and technological capabilities are utilised 
in construction and maintenance of public facilities, an approach that has 

it is aimed at providing cost-effective public services. Nevertheless, a similar 

because the finance of private actors are as important as that of the public 
sector. The financial resources of the private sector are valuable not only for 

investment in social welfare systems such as education and health, and en-

  

ment aid efforts, thereby contributing to global partnerships. While addressing 

external assistance. It will also contribute to the maintenance of international 
peace and security by addressing the root causes of conflicts and terrorism. 

developing countries, it plays as vital a role as ever, in that it is the main inter-
national public resource that can be explicitly dedicated to poverty reduction. 

to its development aid recipient countries, by providing the necessary support 

Current situation and policy prescriptionCurrent situation and 
its implication for the prescription

Targets 
in 

Japan

cross-sectoral policies.
Enhance multi-sector partnerships, thereby promoting business, 
investment, innovation, and the necessary financial resources. 

Targets 
for 

global 
efforts

a. Provide support to developing countries for their implementation 

b. Enhance multi-sector partnerships, thereby promoting business, 
investment, innovation, and mobilisation of finances. 

c. Enhance multilateral and bilateral financial support aimed at 

d. 

Figure 9.2-1 Number and value of PFI projects
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2014 Value of the projects2014 Number of registered projects

1999

(JPY 100 million)(Number of projects)

Prescription 9.2  Mobilise finances 
for implementation of the SDGs 

Related UN SDG targets

Figure 9.2-3 ODA as per cent of GNI: DAC members (2014)

Figure 9.2-2 ODA - USD billion (2014)
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Targets for issues related to governance Related UN SDGs 

Prescription
9.1: Establish 
institutions for 
implementation 
of the SDGs 

Introduce an institution to ensure policy coherence 

Provide necessary support to local governments for 

C Establish a mechanism where further discussion with 

enhanced.
Promote partnerships across public and private sectors 
and secure the funding for effective policy implementa-
tion.

E Establish indicators to monitor implementation of 

a Provide support to developing countries in their imple-

and statistical capacity building.  

b both global and regional levels, as well as follow-up 
and review processes. 

c

Prescription 
9.2: Mobilise 
finances for 
implementation 
of the SDGs 

require cross-sectoral policies.
Enhance multi-sector partnerships, thereby promoting 
business, investment, innovation, and the necessary 
financial resources. 

a Provide support to developing countries for their imple-

b Enhance multi-sector partnerships, thereby promoting 
business, investment, innovation, and mobilisation of 
finances. 

c Enhance multilateral and bilateral financial support 

follow-up and review.

d
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List of prescriptions 
containing an “X”

Some of the prescriptions include the variable “X” as the target (“X%”, “X people”, 
etc.) instead of precise numbers. This could be because of the absence of 
medium-term national policies or plans to 2030, or because the government has 
yet to define the country’s relevant targets, taking global trends into account. The 
following section contains the list of such targets that will require further discussion 
taking into account Japan’s roles and responsibilities, after which appropriate 
targets should be decided. Prescriptions on “governance” could serve as useful 
guidelines for how to proceed with future discussion on the matter.
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Prescription number 

1.1
A Reduce the relative poverty rate (especially among children)  to X % or less by 2030.

B Decrease the number of  part-time workers to less than 1.24 million by 2020 from 2.17 million in 2003, while 
aiming to reduce it to X by the year 2030.

1.2
C Increase the propotion of women returning to their jobs after their first child birth from the current figure of 38% 

to 55% by 2020, and aim to increase it to X% by 2030. 

D Reduce the child poverty rate up to X% or less by 2030.

2.1

A Reduce the use of chemical fertiliser and pesticide per hectare to below X% by 2030.

B Increase the number of certified “eco-Farmers” to X by 2030.

C Increase organic farming’s share of farmland to at least 1.0% by 2018, and to X% by 2030. 

D Reduce the amount of antibiotics used for growth promotion in the animal husbandry sector by X% by 2030.

E Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the agricultural sector by X% by 2030. 

2.2 C By 2030, reduce food loss per capita by 50% or X% at both the retail and consumer levels.

2.3 B By 2030, develop food supply capability to secure stable food supply of X kcal/person per day, in line with the 
current consumption patterns.

3.1

A Extend healthy life expectancy by 1 year by 2020 and an additional X years by 2030. 

B Reduce the number of metabolic syndrome sufferers by 25% by 2020, from 2008, and an additional X% by 
2030. 

C By 2020, increase to 80% the ratio of having regular medical check-ups, and to X% by 2030. 

3.2
A By 2030, reduce the number of suicides per 100,000 by X%. 

B By 2030, reduce the number of deaths from overwork to less than X persons.

3.4 A By 2030, provide the entire population with equal access to quality health care services. By 2025, increase the 
number of nursing care workers to 2.48 million, and to X people by 2030.

4.1
B By year X, prior to 2030, provide free high school education (including private schools).

D By 2030, increase public expenditures on education to X% of GDP.

5.1

A By 2020, icrease to 73% the employment rate of women 25-44 years of age, and to X% by 2030.

B By 2020, increase to 55% the ratio of women continue working after the birth of their first child, and to X% by 
2030. 

C By 2020, increase to 13% the rate of male employees who take parental leave, and to X% by 2030.

F By 2030, encourage men to share the burden of housework and childcare so that their partners/wives do not 
spend more than X times what men spend on those tasks. 

5.2 A By 2020, raise to 30% women‘s share of leadership positions in businesses and other areas, and to X% by 
2030.

5.3

B By year X, in all prefectures, establish Gender Equality Centres that explicitly declare their ability to provide 
support to victims of GBV.

C By 2030, increase to X the number of Violence Counselling and Support Centres in municipalities. 

D By year X, establish appropriate training systems for professionals dealing with GBV, including police, doctors, 
nurses, lawyers, counsellors, and teachers.

6.1 A By 2030, reduce the number of deaths and victims from natural disasters to less than X per 100,000 people. 

6.2
A By 2018, increase to 78% the share of forests with favourable soil conditions for water-holding capacity, and to 

X% by 2030.

D By 2020, increase the ratio achieving  environmental quality standards (X% for rivers, X% for marine areas, 
X% for lakes). 

6.3
A By 2030, raise the awareness level about water sources and drainage to more than X%.

C By 2030, increase by X% the number of citizens participating in water quality monitoring, and train X “citizen 
scientists” knowledgeable about the local water environment and ecosystems.

6.4 b To achieve that target, Japan should provide more than X% of international official development assistance 
spent on water and sanitation.

7.1 A By 2030, increase primary energy efficiency rate by more than X%/year, to contribute to the global target of 
doubling the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency (SDG 7.3). 

7.2 A Increase the share of renewable energy in Japan’s primary energy and final energy up to X% by 2030.

7.4

A By 2020, increase resource productivity to JPY 460,000/ton, and to JPY X/ton by 2030.

B By 2020, increase the recycling rate to 17%, and to X% by 2030.

C By 2020, reduce final disposal volume to 17 million tons, and to X tons by 2030.
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Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

1.1  By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as people living on less than $1.25 
a day

1.2  By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its 
dimensions according to national definitions 

1.3  Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve 
substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable 

1.4  By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic 
resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other forms of property, inheritance, 
natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services, including microfinance 

1.5  By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and vulnerability 
to climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters 

1.a  Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources, including through enhanced development 
cooperation, in order to provide adequate and predictable means for developing countries, in particular least developed 
countries, to implement programmes and policies to end poverty in all its dimensions

1.b  Create sound policy frameworks at the national, regional and international levels, based on pro-poor and gender-
sensitive development strategies, to support accelerated investment in poverty eradication actions

 

Goal 2.  End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture

2.1  By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in vulnerable situations, 
including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round 

2.2  By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed targets on stunting and 
wasting in children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating 
women and older persons 

2.3  By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, in particular women, 
indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other 
productive resources and inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-
farm employment 

2.4  By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural practices that increase 
productivity and production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, 
extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality 

2.5  By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and their 
related wild species, including through soundly managed and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional 
and international levels, and promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of 
genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed 

2.a  Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural infrastructure, agricultural research 
and extension services, technology development and plant and livestock gene banks in order to enhance agricultural 
productive capacity in developing countries, in particular least developed countries 

2.b  Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets, including through the parallel 
elimination of all forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in accordance 
with the mandate of the Doha Development Round 

2.c  Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets and their derivatives and facilitate timely 
access to market information, including on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme food price volatility

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

3.1  By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births 
3.2  By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with all countries aiming to reduce 

neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): goals and targets
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live births 
3.3  By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases and combat hepatitis, 

water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases 
3.4  By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases through prevention and treatment 

and promote mental health and well-being 
3.5  Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug abuse and harmful use of alcohol 
3.6  By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents 
3.7  By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, including for family planning, 

information and education, and the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and programmes 
3.8  Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality essential health-care services 

and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all 
3.9  By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and air, water and soil 

pollution and contamination 
3.a  Strengthen the implementation of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in all 

countries, as appropriate 
3.b  Support the research and development of vaccines and medicines for the communicable and non-communicable 

diseases that primarily affect developing countries, provide access to affordable essential medicines and vaccines, in 
accordance with the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, which affirms the right of developing 
countries to use to the full the provisions in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 
regarding flexibilities to protect public health, and, in particular, provide access to medicines for all 

3.c  Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training and retention of the health workforce 
in developing countries, especially in least developed countries and small island developing States 

3.d  Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, for early warning, risk reduction and 
management of national and global health risks

Goal 4.  Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all

4.1  By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading 
to relevant and effective learning outcomes

4.2  By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary 
education so that they are ready for primary education

4.3  By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary 
education, including university

4.4  By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including technical and 
vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship

4.5  By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational 
training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations

4.6  By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and 
numeracy

4.7  By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, 
including, among others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, 
gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development

4.a  Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, 
inclusive and effective learning environments for all

4.b  By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing countries, in particular least 
developed countries, small island developing States and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including 
vocational training and information and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, 
in developed countries and other developing countries

4.c  By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international cooperation for teacher 
training in developing countries, especially least developed countries and small island developing States

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

5.1  End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere
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5.2  Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking and 
sexual and other types of exploitation

5.3  Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation
5.4  Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public services, infrastructure and 

social protection policies and the promotion of shared responsibility within the household and the family as nationally 
appropriate

5.5  Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of decision-making 
in political, economic and public life

5.6  Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in accordance with the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the Beijing Platform for 
Action and the outcome documents of their review conferences

5.a  Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to ownership and control over 
land and other forms of property, financial services, inheritance and natural resources, in accordance with national 
laws

5.b  Enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications technology, to promote the 
empowerment of women

5.c  Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation for the promotion of gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls at all levels

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

6.1  By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all
6.2  By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying 

special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations
6.3  By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous 

chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and 
safe reuse globally

6.4  By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply 
of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity

6.5  By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through transboundary cooperation 
as appropriate

6.6  By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and 
lakes

6.a  By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing countries in water- and 
sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater 
treatment, recycling and reuse technologies

6.b  Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation management

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

7.1  By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services
7.2  By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix
7.3  By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency
7.a  By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and technology, including 

renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote investment in 
energy infrastructure and clean energy technology

7.b  By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy services for 
all in developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States, and land-locked 
developing countries, in accordance with their respective programmes of support

Goal 8.  Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all

8.1  Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national circumstances and, in particular, at least 7 per cent 
gross domestic product growth per annum in the least developed countries

8.2  Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, technological upgrading and innovation, including 
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through a focus on high-value added and labour-intensive sectors
8.3  Promote development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation, entrepreneurship, 

creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, 
including through access to financial services

8.4  Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in consumption and production and endeavour to 
decouple economic growth from environmental degradation, in accordance with the 10-year framework of programmes 
on sustainable consumption and production, with developed countries taking the lead

8.5  By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men, including for young people 
and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value

8.6  By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or training
8.7  Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking and 

secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, 
and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms

8.8  Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all workers, including migrant workers, in 
particular women migrants, and those in precarious employment

8.9  By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture 
and products

8.10  Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to encourage and expand access to banking, insurance and 
financial services for all

8.a  Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, in particular least developed countries, including through the 
Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries

8.b  By 2020, develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth employment and implement the Global Jobs Pact of the 
International Labour Organization

Goal 9.  Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 
foster innovation

9.1  Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and transborder infrastructure, to 
support economic development and human well-being, with a focus on affordable and equitable access for all

9.2  Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and, by 2030, significantly raise industry’s share of employment and 
gross domestic product, in line with national circumstances, and double its share in least developed countries

9.3  Increase the access of small-scale industrial and other enterprises, in particular in developing countries, to financial 
services, including affordable credit, and their integration into value chains and markets

9.4  By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make them sustainable, with increased resource-use efficiency 
and greater adoption of clean and environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes, with all countries 
taking action in accordance with their respective capabilities

9.5  Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological capabilities of industrial sectors in all countries, in particular 
developing countries, including, by 2030, encouraging innovation and substantially increasing the number of research 
and development workers per 1 million people and public and private research and development spending

9.a  Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries through enhanced financial, 
technological and technical support to African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries 
and small island developing States

9.b  Support domestic technology development, research and innovation in developing countries, including by ensuring a 
conducive policy environment for, inter alia, industrial diversification and value addition to commodities

9.c  Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to provide universal and 
affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

10.1  By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the population at a rate higher 
than the national average

10.2  By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, 
race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status

10.3  Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and 
practices and promoting appropriate legislation, policies and action in this regard

10.4  Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection policies, and progressively achieve greater equality
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10.5  Improve the regulation and monitoring of global financial markets and institutions and strengthen the implementation of 
such regulations

10.6  Ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision-making in global international economic 
and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and legitimate institutions

10.7  Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including through the implementation 
of planned and well-managed migration policies

10.a  Implement the principle of special and differential treatment for developing countries, in particular least developed 
countries, in accordance with World Trade Organization agreements

10.b  Encourage official development assistance and financial flows, including foreign direct investment, to States where 
the need is greatest, in particular least developed countries, African countries, small island developing States and 
landlocked developing countries, in accordance with their national plans and programmes

10.c  By 2030, reduce to less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrant remittances and eliminate remittance corridors 
with costs higher than 5 per cent

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

11.1  By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and upgrade slums
11.2  By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for all, improving road 

safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, 
women, children, persons with disabilities and older persons

11.3  By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for participatory, integrated and sustainable 
human settlement planning and management in all countries

11.4  Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage
11.5  By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and substantially decrease the 

direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, 
with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations

11.6  By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying special attention to air 
quality and municipal and other waste management

11.7  By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for women 
and children, older persons and persons with disabilities

11.a  Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and rural areas by strengthening 
national and regional development planning

11.b  By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and implementing integrated 
policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to 
disasters, and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, 
holistic disaster risk management at all levels

11.c  Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical assistance, in building sustainable and 
resilient buildings utilizing local materials

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

12.1  Implement the 10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production, all countries taking 
action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the development and capabilities of developing 
countries

12.2  By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources
12.3  By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses along production 

and supply chains, including post-harvest losses
12.4  By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all wastes throughout their life cycle, in 

accordance with agreed international frameworks, and significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil in order 
to minimize their adverse impacts on human health and the environment

12.5  By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse
12.6  Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt sustainable practices and to integrate 

sustainability information into their reporting cycle
12.7  Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in accordance with national policies and priorities
12.8  By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development 

and lifestyles in harmony with nature
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12.a  Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological capacity to move towards more sustainable 
patterns of consumption and production

12.b  Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for sustainable tourism that creates jobs and 
promotes local culture and products

12.c  Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption by removing market distortions, in 
accordance with national circumstances, including by restructuring taxation and phasing out those harmful subsidies, 
where they exist, to reflect their environmental impacts, taking fully into account the specific needs and conditions of 
developing countries and minimizing the possible adverse impacts on their development in a manner that protects the 
poor and the affected communities

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*

13.1  Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all countries
13.2  Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning
13.3  Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, 

impact reduction and early warning
13.a  Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all sources to address the needs 
of developing countries in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation and fully 
operationalize the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible

13.b  Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in least 
developed countries and small island developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized 
communities

* Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international, 
intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change.

Goal 14.  Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development

14.1  By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities, including 
marine debris and nutrient pollution

14.2  By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including 
by strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans

14.3  Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels
14.4  By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive 

fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time 
feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological characteristics

14.5  By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and 
based on the best available scientific information

14.6  By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate 
subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, 
recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and least developed 
countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation 1

14.7  By 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States and least developed countries from the 
sustainable use of marine resources, including through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism

14.a  Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine technology, taking into account the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order 
to improve ocean health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of developing 
countries, in particular small island developing States and least developed countries

14.b  Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets
14.c  Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as 

reflected in UNCLOS, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their 

 1 Taking into account ongoing World Trade Organization negotiations, the Doha Development Agenda and the Hong Kong 
ministerial mandate.
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Goal 15.  Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and 
halt biodiversity loss

15.1  By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems 
and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international 
agreements

15.2  By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore 
degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally

15.3  By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and 
floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world

15.4  By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to enhance their 
capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development

15.5  Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 
2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species

15.6  Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and promote 
appropriate access to such resources, as internationally agreed

15.7  Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand 
and supply of illegal wildlife products

15.8  By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species 
on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species

15.9  By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts

15.a  Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity 
and ecosystems

15.b  Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management and provide 
adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation

15.c  Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities

Goal 16.  Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at 
all levels

16.1  Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere
16.2  End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children
16.3  Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all
16.4  By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets and 

combat all forms of organized crime
16.5  Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms
16.6  Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels
16.7  Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels
16.8  Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global governance
16.9  By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration
16.10  Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and 

international agreements
16.a  Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, for building capacity at all levels, 

in particular in developing countries, to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime
16.b  Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development

Goal 17.  Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 
sustainable development

Finance
17.1  Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through international support to developing countries, to improve 

domestic capacity for tax and other revenue collection
17.2  Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance commitments, including the commitment 
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by many developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of ODA/GNI to developing countries and 0.15 to 
0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries; ODA providers are encouraged to consider setting a target to 
provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries

17.3  Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources
17.4  Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through coordinated policies aimed at fostering 

debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate, and address the external debt of highly indebted poor 
countries to reduce debt distress

17.5  Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries
Technology
17.6  Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international cooperation on and access to science, 

technology and innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through improved 
coordination among existing mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and through a global technology 
facilitation mechanism

17.7  Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies to developing 
countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed

17.8  Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and innovation capacity-building mechanism for least 
developed countries by 2017 and enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications 
technology

Capacity-building
17.9  Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to 

support national plans to implement all the sustainable development goals, including through North-South, South-
South and triangular cooperation

Trade
17.10  Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under the World 

Trade Organization, including through the conclusion of negotiations under its Doha Development Agenda
17.11  Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular with a view to doubling the least developed 

countries’ share of global exports by 2020
17.12  Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market access on a lasting basis for all least developed 

countries, consistent with World Trade Organization decisions, including by ensuring that preferential rules of origin 
applicable to imports from least developed countries are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating market 
access

Systemic issues
Policy and institutional coherence
17.13  Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination and policy coherence
17.14  Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development
17.15  Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and implement policies for poverty eradication and 

sustainable development
Multi-stakeholder partnerships
17.16  Enhance the global partnership for sustainable development, complemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships that 

mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to support the achievement of the 
sustainable development goals in all countries, in particular developing countries

17.17  Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society partnerships, building on the experience and 
resourcing strategies of partnerships

Data, monitoring and accountability
17.18  By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least developed countries and small 

island developing States, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated 
by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics 
relevant in national contexts

17.19  By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on sustainable development that complement 
gross domestic product, and support statistical capacity-building in developing countries

(United Nations Resolution A/RES/70/1 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development)
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